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MISSION STATEMENT 

 
In an increasingly interdependent world, teachers, school administrators and curriculum supervisors must cooperate in preparing students 
for world citizenship.  The ability to communicate in languages other than English, as well as to understand other customs, traditions and 
points of view are important components of a global perspective.  Fostering that ability is the special responsibility of World Languages 
teachers.  Communication skills in a language other than English provide an understanding of the culture and peoples of the world.  The 
World Languages Program of Parsippany-Troy Hills believes that second language proficiency is an important component in the education of 
today’s students as they prepare for a productive and rewarding life.  The main goals of today’s World Language classroom, therefore, are 
first the acquisition of the ability to communicate in everyday situations and the workplace and second, an awareness of the many cultures 
of the Spanish-speaking world. 
 
In addition to the practical application of communication skills, the benefits derived from the study of a second language are many and 
contribute to the attainment of our goals for elementary and secondary education by: 
 

• fostering a sense of humanity and friendship 
• increasing a student’s adaptability to different environments and modes of acting and thinking 
• developing an understanding of thinking patterns, cultures and social institutions of other peoples 
• giving insights into the human mind and language itself 
• preparing students for a world in which nations and peoples are increasingly interdependent 
• developing skills and habits that are inherent in the learning process and that result in creative inquiry, critical thinking and self-

reflection 
• helping students to be empathetic by increasing their sensitivity to and understanding of the language, values, customs and 

traditions of others  
• enabling them to discover and examine their own personal values 
• being an additional asset to professional advancement 

 
This course was developed as a result of the State of New Jersey initiative to implement Core Curriculum Content Standards for World 
Languages.   
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RATIONALE 

 
The World Languages Program of Parsippany-Troy Hills is a sequential grade 6-12 program that is based upon specific proficiencies that 
were developed as a result of a national movement that, in turn, became the basis for the proficiencies and standards agreed upon by the 
State of New Jersey.  It is to be noted, however, that these proficiencies should not be thought of as the acquisition of specific points of 
grammar or vocabulary, but as tasks that the student can accomplish in the language studied.  They, in turn, become the foundation upon 
which we base our scope and sequence of instruction.  The proficiencies are developed through the study of specific topics.  The same topic 
can usually be explored at virtually any level of proficiency in a spiraling fashion.  For example, the topic of “the family” can be discussed 
differently at various levels of proficiencies.  Novice-Mid students might be able to enumerate the members of their families, but say very 
little else about them.  In the next plateau, the Novice-High speaker, the student might give a brief description of family members or mention 
some of their activities or interests, whereas speakers at an Intermediate level can talk about their family members in detail, recount events 
that the family shared together, or talk about future plans.  At an even more advanced level, more abstract topics such as societal forces that 
threaten family life, the issues surrounding family planning, or the role of the family in the target language might be discussed.  Thus, the 
depth and breadth of the discussion and the precision and sophistication with which it is handled will differ from one level of proficiency to 
the next.  We are indebted to The American Council of the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) and to the State of New Jersey’s Core 
Curriculum Content Standards for providing us with their constantly updated criteria upon which to base our expectations. 
 
In addition, the district has drawn up its own sets of proficiencies, specific to certain courses, for the four overlapping linguistic skills of 
speaking, listening, reading and writing, and for those skills inherent in second language training that increase efficiency in the workplace.  
Finally, there is a set of proficiencies designed as measures of technological literacy. 
 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are 
administered in the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter 
courses and semester courses.  
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can 
serve as the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as 
implemented in the classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, 
religion, national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the 
content, the texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 

 

 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education 
Plans (IEPs) must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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GENERAL GOALS 

Parsippany-Troy Hills School District World Languages Curriculum for Level 3/3H SPANISH 
 
The curriculum for Spanish 4/4H is divided into instructional units with recycling themes based on the levels of proficiency and modes of 
communication and is designed for students in grades 9 through 12. These proficiencies have as their underpinnings the Proficiencies for 
World Languages, set out in the New Jersey State Department of Education document New Jersey World Languages Curriculum Framework 
(Winter 1999). The curriculum is geared toward the levels of proficiency through the “Interpersonal,” “Interpretive” and “Presentational” 
modes of communication. Consideration has been given to the National Standards set forth by the American Council for the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages. The underlying standards for this curriculum are Standards 7.1 of the NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
for World Languages. 
 

7.1 All students will be able to use a world language in addition to English to engage in meaningful conversation, to 
understand and interpret spoken and written language, and to present information, concepts, and ideas, while also 
gaining an understanding of the perspectives of other cultures.  Through language study, they will make connections 
with other content areas, compare the language and culture studied with their own, and participate in home and 
global communities.   

 
Consistent with the recommendations of the World Languages Curriculum Framework, rather than each step in the language course having a 
grammatical structure as its focus, there is an emphasis on increasing proficiency in communication on a variety of everyday topics relevant 
to the student. Also fostered, through an increased use of authentic materials such as magazines, travel schedules, menus, advertising copy, 
etc., are an awareness and knowledge of the culture of countries where the target language is spoken.  Students learn to engage in two-way 
communication in each topic area, asking and responding to questions, making comments and expressing feelings, using given vocabulary 
and phrases.  They also learn such underlying grammatical features and structures that are necessary to make possible developmentally 
accurate original comments within the topic area.  Built into each unit is an attention to a relevant body of cognates in the topic area, so that 
students acquire a great deal of significant, immediately usable vocabulary without the effort of memorization.  Each unit will involve all 
modes of communication.  In addition, each unit will take into account special days in the national calendar of the target culture.  The units 
will be designed, adapted or expanded to reflect integrated themes in other content areas. 
 
Each unit will involve listening, speaking, reading and writing as well as address certain standards for technological literacy and cultural 
awareness within the context of a practical communication task with specific structural underpinnings of increasing complexity. In addition, 
through personal research and exposure to authentic materials from many different countries, the students will become aware of the great 
cultural diversity and richness of the Spanish-speaking world. 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS WORLD LANGUAGES 

LEVEL 4/4H CURRICULUM SPANISH THEMES 
I. ¿Qué nos traerá el futuro? 

A. Jobs and Professions 

B. Qualities of a good employee 

C. Technology 

D. Jobs in the future 

II. ¿Mito o realidad? 
A. Traveling through ancient civilizations 

B. Natural occurrences  

C. Ancient civilizations 

D. Myths and legends 

III.  Encuentro entre culturas  
A. Architecture and history of Spain 

B. Spanish Art 

C. Spain in the Americas 

D. Fusion between cultures 

IV. Cuidemos nuestro planeta 
A. Caring for the environment 

B. Protecting the environment 

C. Environmental issues 

D. Sharing the planet 
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V. ¿Cuáles son tus derechos y deberes? 

A. Right and responsibilities 

B. Role of government  

C. Individual rights in Society 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS WORLD LANGUAGES 

COURSE PROFICIENCIES  
 
COURSE NO.: WLA 443/ WLA 444         TITLE: SPANISH 4/4H 

 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH DISTRICT POLICY AS MANDATED BY THE NEW JERSEY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE AND THE NEW JERSEY 
STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS, THE FOLLOWING ARE PROFICIENCIES REQUIRED FOR THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THE 
ABOVE NAMED COURSE. 
 
In addition to the proficiencies noted in the Level 1 and Level 2 Curricula, students will be able to: 
 
 

1. Use language to express future plans in relation to careers or professions. 
2. Describe skills and job experience, during an interview, in order to apply for a job using the target language. 
3. Understand how Hispanics are shaping the future. 
4. Explore and compare alternative venues of university education. 
5. Listen tand read about archeology and Pre-Columbian legends. 
6. Talk and write about mysterious events. 
7. Understand the mysteries of past civilizations in Latin America. 
8. Provide logical explanations for Pre-Columbian myths. 
9. Listen and read about Spanish cultural fusion. 
10. Recognize famous Spanish artists and their paintings and how they relate to a historical period. 
11. Talk and write about cultural heritage. 
12. Express your opinion about cultural exchanges. 
13. Listen and read about pollution and other environmental issues. 
14. Talk and write about environmental problems and solutions. 
15. Make suggestions to protect the environment. 
16. Understand the causes of environmental issues in Latin America. 
17. Compare an environmental problem in Latin America with one in the U.S. 
18. Listen and read about rules and government. 
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19. Write about rights and responsibilities. 
20. Understand the historical context about the Latin American independence movement. 
21. Express your opinion on children’s rights. 
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Adaptation Strategies for Honor Students in the World Language Classroom 

 
Student adaptations should include, but are not limited to, the following: 

• researching and discussing cultural issues/perspectives in more depth; 

• posing questions that involve inference and focusing on complex cross-curricular themes or global problems; 

• explaining reasons for taking a certain position or making a specific decision both orally and in writing in the target language; 

• creating original songs, stories, short plays, poems, designs, etc., showing multicultural perspectives of a specific theme; 

• being held accountable for additional and more sophisticated, authentic listening comprehension tasks; 

• creating experiences and  performances that reflect the results of research, interviews, or surveys in the target language; 

• retelling a story or experience from other content areas in the target language; 

• writing editorials, letters, etc., to target language newspapers in the US; 

• e-mailing articles, commentaries, reviews, etc., to target-culture schools, publications, organizations, newspapers, or magazines; 

• completing assignments involving more detailed and complex computer research and reporting in the target language; 

• reviewing teacher-prepared questionnaires based on information from web searches, etc. in the target language; 

• processing a greater volume of any given print material; and  

• completing independent world language projects of choice.    
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GRADING POLICY 

WORLD LANGUAGES 
GRADES 9-12 

 
 

HOMEWORK 10% CLASS PERFORMANCE AND PARTICIPATION 25% 
 

FORMAL EVALUATION 65% 
 

May include but is not limited to:  
• Written activities  
• Short writing samples  
• Preparation done at home  
• Journal Short entries 
• Article and textbook readings  
• Open-ended written responses  
• Research  

 

May include but is not limited to: 
• Taking notes  
• Participating in group activities  
• Presenting material orally in class  
• Volunteering answers and demonstrating 

understanding  
• Participating in cultural or guided 

conversations  
• Working individually and cooperatively with 

others to achieve class goals  
• Participating in Peer Editing  

 

May include but is not limited to: 
• Tests  
• Quizzes  
• Projects  
• Writing Assignments  
• Formal individual presentations  
• Formal group presentations  
• Formal debates  
• Formal Journals 

 

FINAL GRADE:                    Marking Periods  88% (22% each marking period)  
                    Final Exam              12% 
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UNITS OF STUDY 

 

UNIT TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS NJSLS 

1   ¿Qué nos traerá el 
futuro? 

How can communication in more than one language 
have unprecedented career opportunities, 
marketability, and earning potential?  How does 
content help me respond to important questions 
and skill sets about myself beyond the classroom? 
How will science and technology impact my life? 

Learning another language encourages further 
participation in multilingual communities both within 
and beyond the school setting.  The use of foreign 
language for personal enjoyment, travel, work, and 
enrichment encourages life-long language learning.   
Most Spanish verbs follow patterns.  

7.1.IH 
7.1.IM 
8.1 

2 ¿Mito o realidad? 
 
 

What is the Spanish-speaking world like? 
What can I learn about my own culture from the 
study of others? Can I identify the differences and 
similarities among pre-Columbian cultures? 
How do I demonstrate an understanding of the 
similarities, differences, and interaction across 
cultures and languages?  

The study of another language and culture deepens 
understanding of where and how people live and why 
events occur.   

7.1.IH 
7.1.IM 
8.1 

3 Encuentro entre culturas 
 
 

What is the impact of cultural exchanges? 
Can we see the impact of the Spanish influence in 
the US?  How are words, phrases and sentences 
different and similar in English and the target 
culture?  
 

Cultural comparisons help the students understand 
that language is a tool that can be used to 
communicate with others and can contribute to one’s 
future.  Gaining knowledge about and emphasizing 
with other people and culture leads to a more tolerant 
society. 

7.1.IH 
7.1.IM 
8.1 

4 Cuidemos nuestro 
planeta 
 

What can you do to improve your community, 
country and world?  Do I understand environmental 
issues?  How can I improve the environment? 

Studying cultural developments of Spanish speaking 
countries broadens our perspective on a local, 
national and global level.  Learning another language 
encourages further participation in multi-lingual 
communities both within and beyond the school 
setting. 

7.1.IH 
7.1.IM 
8.1 

5 ¿Cuáles son tus derechos 
y responsabilidades? 

Do I understand my rights and responsibilities as a 
citizen of our local and global society?  

Spanish Second Language learning extends beyond 
the classroom to real –life situations.  Communicating 
in another language allows people to discuss and 
obtain important information, express oneself and 
exchange opinions.   
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I. ¿Qué nos traerá el futuro? 

Essential Question(s): How can communication in more than one language have unprecedented career opportunities, marketability, and 
earning potential?  How does content help me respond to important questions and skill sets about myself beyond 
the classroom?  How will science and technology impact my life? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Learning another language encourages further participation in multilingual communities both within and beyond 
the school setting.  The use of foreign language for personal enjoyment, travel, work, and enrichment encourages 
life-long language learning.  Most Spanish verbs follow patterns.  

            
 

PROFICIENCIES/OBJECTIVES 
 
 

Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 

 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
1.  Use language to express future 
plans in relation to careers or 
professions. 

7.1.IM.A.5,8 
7.1.IM.B.5 
7.1.IH.A.8 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.7.IH.C.3 
8.1.12.2 
 
 

• Write an essay about what 
they will do in 10 years. 

• Discuss in a group what each 
individual will do in the next 
ten years and draw findings on 
a group timeline.   

• Pretend to tell the future of a 
classmate using the future 
tense. 

Rubric for written product 
 
Log with findings, poster 
 
Teacher observation 
 
Peer evaluation 

Vocabulary:  
Professions and careers 
Personal qualities 
Future ideas and actions 
Careers of the future 
 
Grammar: 
Future  
Future of probability 
*Future perfect tense  
Uses of the direct and indirect 
pronouns 
Template for resume and cover 
letter 
 
Authentic job postings 
 
Use of Internet 
 

2.  Describe skills and job 
experience, during an interview, in 
order to apply for a job using the 
target language. 
 

7.1.IM.A.8 
7.1.IM.B.2,3,4,5 
7.1.IM.C.2 
7.1.IH.A.1,7.8 
7.1.IH.B.2,3,4,5,6 
7.7.IH.C.3,5 
8.1.12.2,3,4 

• Play, in groups of four, the role  
of job applicants or employers.  
Students who play the role of 
employers will create 
advertisements and students 
who are job applicants will 
write a letter responding to 

Rubric for interview 
Peer observation 
 
Self Evaluation 
 
Rubric for cover letter and 
interview 

Same as above 
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the advertisement.  They will 
conduct the interviews.  After 
the interviews, select 
individual who will receive the 
job.  Support selections. 

Extended Activity for Honors: 
• Prepare to be a part of a panel 

of interviewees following an 
ad from a company in a 
Spanish-speaking country.  
Students have to consider the 
career posted as well as the 
requirements of the position 
advertised.  They have to 
answer unknown questions 
provided by interviewer (the 
teacher) when participating in 
panel.  The students have time 
with a group to prepare for 
interview and revise letter of 
interest and resume. 

• Write a resume and cover 
letter for a given profession. 
 

 

3. Understand how Hispanics are 
shaping the future. 

7.1.IM.A.1,7,8 
7.1.IM.B.4 
7.1.IM.C.3,4,5 
7.1.IH.A.1,2,4 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.1.IH.C.2,4 
8.1.12.1 

• Reading La arquitectura del 
futuro- Before they start 
reading have students in 
groups create a chart with the 
following headings: “nombre 
del arquitecto, edificio, ciudad 
y diseño”.  Research 
information online from a 
given Spanish-speaking 
country.  Share with peers. 

Participation will be recorded 
Teacher observation 
Peer collaboration 
Peer coaching 

Same as above 

4.  Explore and compare alternative 
venues of university education. 

7.1.IM.A.8 
7.1.IM.B.2,3,4,5 
7.1.IM.C.2 

• Use sources provided by the 
teacher to create a diagram 
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7.1.IH.A.1,7.8 
7.1.IH.B.2,3,4,5,6 
7.7.IH.C.3,5 
8.1.12.2,3,4 

showing the differences and 
similarities between traditional 
education and online 
instruction.  Then write a 
persuasive essay answering 
the following question: “¿El 
futuro será mejor que el 
presente?”. 



WLA 443/444 – SPANISH 4/4H Page 17 
II. ¿Mito o realidad? 

Essential Question(s): What is the Spanish-speaking world like?  What can I learn about my own culture from the study of others?  Can I identify the 
differences and similarities among pre-Columbian cultures?  How do I demonstrate an understanding of the similarities, 
differences, and interaction across cultures and languages? 

Enduring Understanding(s): 
 

 
The study of another language and culture deepens understanding of where and how people live and why events occur.   

 
 
PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVES 
 

 

Standards  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
5.  Listen and read about archeology 
and Pre-Columbian legends. 

7.1.IM.A.5,8 
7.1.IM.B.5 
7.1.IH.A.8 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.7.IH.C.3 
8.1.12.2 
 

• Visualize vocabulary, such as 
the various forms and 
measurements, using TPR 
(Flash Cards, Power point, 
Quizlet, etc.) 

• In groups students will write 
sentences using targeted 
vocabulary words.  Sentences 
will be read to peers omitting 
the targeted vocabulary words 
and others have to state the 
word.   

Peer review 
Teacher observation 
Participation will be recorded 
Notes 
Group work 
 

Vocabulary: 
Discoveries 
Myths, legends, and 
unexplained phenomena 
Expressions of Doubt 
Descriptions of the shapes 
and size of objects 
The universe 
 
Grammar: 
Present Subjunctive 
Present Perfect Subjunctive 
Expressions of doubt 
Pero vs. Sino 
*Subj. with Adjective 
clauses 

6.  Talk and write about mysterious 
events. 

7.1.IM.A.8 
7.1.IM.B.2,3,4,5 
7.1.IM.C.2 
7.1.IH.A.1,7.8 
7.1.IH.B.2,3,4,5,6 
7.7.IH.C.3,5 
8.1.12.2,3,4 

• Have students read an article 
and research about Machu 
Pichu and La Atlántida.  In 
groups write a list of mysteries 
related to each site.  Complete 
a diagram to identify 
differences and similarities.  
Write a paragraph comparing 
the mysteries surrounding both 
places.   

Peer review 
Teacher observation 
Participation will be recorded 
Notes 
Group work 
 

Same as above 

7.  Understand the mysteries of past 7.1.IM.A.1,7,8 
7.1.IM.B.4 

• After reading  “Los mayas y los Peer review Same as above 
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civilizations in Latin America. 7.1.IM.C.3,4,5 

7.1.IH.A.1,2,4 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.1.IH.C.2,4 
8.1.12.1 

aztecas”, have students use the 
Internet to learn more about 
one of the topics presented in 
the reading.  Invite them to 
present their findings orally to 
the class.   

Teacher observation 
Participation will be recorded 
Notes 
Group work 
 

8. Provide logical explanations for Pre-
Columbian myths. 

7.1.IM.A.8 
7.1.IM.B.2,3,4,5 
7.1.IM.C.2 
7.1.IH.A.1,7.8 
7.1.IH.B.2,3,4,5,6 
7.7.IH.C.3,5 
8.1.12.2,3,4 

• Read myths and legends from 
the Latin-American world.  
Then use their imagination to 
write an original legend 
explaining natural occurrences 
(rain, wind, shadows, eclipses, 
stars, etc.). 

Peer review 
Teacher observation 
Participation will be recorded 
Notes 
Group work 
 

Same as above 
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III. Encuentro entre culturas 

Essential Question(s): What is the impact of cultural exchanges?  Can we see the impact of the Spanish influence in the US?  How are words, phrases and 
sentences different and similar in English and the target culture?  

Enduring Understanding(s): Cultural comparisons help the students understand that language is a tool that can be used to communicate with others and can 
contribute to one’s future.  Gaining knowledge about and emphasizing with other people and culture leads to a more tolerant 
society. 

 
 
CONTENT OUTLINE 
 

 

Standards  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
9.  Listen and read about Spanish 
cultural fusion. 
 

7.1.IM.A.4 
7.1.IM.B.5,4 
7.1.IM.C.3,8 
7.1.IH.A.1,2,4,5,6,7,
8 
7.1.IH.B.2,4 
7.1.IH.C.1,2 
8.1.12.1,2,3 
 

• Identify some of the most important 
events in Spain’s history and discuss 
how they have shaped its history. 

• Develop a timeline individually or as 
part of a group (using pictures from 
the Internet) and accurate events 
that shaped the history of Spain and 
then present to class. 

Extended Activity for Honors: 
• Become acquainted with the 

Spanish cultural history through 
readings and discussions from early 
influence to present time and 
examine factors that have shaped its 
people. 

Question and answer 
Peer evaluation and rubric  
Observe students’ participation 
Q & A 
Participation on Debates 
Rubric for written work 

Vocabulary: 
Buildings 
The discovery of America 
Art 
Cultural exchanges 
 
Grammar: 
Conditional 
Imperfect Subjunctive 
Si & imperfect 
subjunctive 
 

10.  Recognize famous Spanish 
artists and their paintings and 
how these relate to a historical 
period. 

7.1.IM.A.1,7,8 
7.1.IM.B.4 
7.1.IM.C.3,4,5 
7.1.IH.A.1,2,4 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.1.IH.C.2,4 
8.1.12.1 

• Read a description of a historical 
period and then try to pair it with a 
series of paintings from an artist. 

• View and analyze paintings from the 
artists studied as part of a visit to 
the Metropolitan museum or 
another that exhibits such works of 
art. (Spanish: El Greco, Velázquez, 
Goya, and Picasso). 

Question and answer 
 
 
 
Check log with observations and 
comments 
 
 
 

Same as above 
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• Sort out a group of 20 or so 

paintings by artist considering 
characteristics of a painter. 

• Present individually a work of art 
done by one of the artists studied in 
class.  Talk about techniques used by 
the individual artist and its relation 
to the history at the time. 

Extended Activities for Honors: 
• Debate whether the art of 

bullfighting is an acceptable sport 
which is an integral part of the 
Spanish culture or animal abuse. 

 
 
Teacher observation 
 
 
 
Rubric to evaluate performance and 
proficiency 
 
Record participation 
 

11.  Talk and write about cultural 
heritage. 

7.1.IM.A.8 
7.1.IM.B.2,3,4,5 
7.1.IM.C.2 
7.1.IH.A.1,7.8 
7.1.IH.B.2,3,4,5,6 
7.7.IH.C.3,5 
8.1.12.2,3,4 

• In groups compare a Spanish-
speaking city to their own.  Identify 
factors that contributed to each 
city’s cultural heritage.   

Teacher observation 
 
Peer connection 
 
Monitor Speaking and Writing 
Production 

Same as above 

12.  Express your opinion about 
cultural exchanges. 

7.1.IM.A.8 
7.1.IM.B.2,3,4,5 
7.1.IM.C.2 
7.1.IH.A.1,7.8 
7.1.IH.B.2,3,4,5,6 
7.7.IH.C.3,5 
8.1.12.2,3,4 

• Recognize native products of the 
United States region.  Then identify 
products that are widely used in our 
society that are not native to the 
area.  In pairs, research the origin of 
these products and explain how it 
has impacted our communities.   

Pair work 
Teacher observation 
Participation in activity 
 

Same as above 
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IV. Cuidemos nuestro planeta 
 

Essential Question(s): What can you do to improve your community, country and world?  Do I understand environmental issues?  How can I help improve the 
environment? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Cultural comparisons help the students understand that language is a tool that can be used to communicate with others and can 
contribute to one’s future.  Gaining knowledge about and emphasizing with other people and culture leads to a more tolerant society. 

 

PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVE 
 

 
Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
13.  Listen and read about 
pollution and other 
environmental issues. 

7.1.IM.A.1,3,6 
7.1.IM.B.3,4,5 
7.1.IM.C.3,4,5 
7.1.IH.A.1,2,4,6,8 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.1.IH.C.2,4 
8.1.12.1 

• Use digital technology (i.e. realidades.com, 
quizlet, Apps,etc.) to access and manage 
audio files and activities that support 
learning the new vocabulary.  Students can 
access the e-text audio to hear the 
pronunciation of new vocabulary words and 
they can use the flashcards to study the 
vocabulary, then do some additional 
vocabulary activities. 

Teacher monitoring 
Q & A  
Monitor use of technology 
Self-Assessment 
Written work check 
Listening check 

Vocabulary: 
Pollution 
Natural resources 
Animals 
The environment 
Grammar: 
Conjunctions used 
with the subjunctive 
and the indicative 
tenses 
*Relative pronouns 
que, quien, lo que 

14.  Talk and write about 
environmental problems and 
solutions. 

7.1.IM.A.1,7,8 
7.1.IM.B.4 
7.1.IM.C.3,4,5 
7.1.IH.A.1,2,4 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.1.IH.C.2,4 
8.1.12.1 

•  Conduct a survey about their awareness 
and involvement on environmental issues.  
Then briefly debate the issues presented in 
each of the survey questions.  Encourage 
students to consider possible arguments to 
discuss them fully.    

Record participation 
Oral production 
Completion of survey 
Q & A 

Same as above 

15.  Make suggestions to protect 
the environment. 

7.1.IM.A.4 
7.1.IM.B.5,4 
7.1.IM.C.3,8 
7.1.IH.A.1,2,4,5,6,
7,8 
7.1.IH.B.2,4 
7.1.IH.C.1,2 

• Read an article on oil spill in the ocean.  
Then make a list of the main ideas presented 
in the article.  Using their finding write a 
proposal to solve the issue.  They may also 
use the Internet for further research.   

Rubric for oral presentation 
Monitor use of technology 
Notes 
Language production 
Record student involvement 
 

Same as above 
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8.1.12.1,2,3 
 

16.  Understand the causes of 
environmental issues in Latin 
America. 

7.1.IM.A.1,3,8 
7.1.IM.B.4 
7.1.IM.C.3,4,5 
7.1.IH.A.1,2,4 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.1.IH.C.2,4 
 

• Work in small groups and come up with a 
creative idea for a product to protect the 
planet.  Then create a poster advertising 
their idea.  Each group will describe the 
benefits of their environmentally-friendly 
product to the audience.   

Rubric for the poster 
Group work 
Use of language 
 

Same as above 
 

17.  Compare an environmental 
problem in Latin America with 
one in the U.S. 

7.1.IM.A.8 
7.1.IM.B.2,3,4,5 
7.1.IM.C.2 
7.1.IH.A.1,7.8 
7.1.IH.B.2,3,4,5,6 
7.7.IH.C.3,5 
8.1.12.2,3,4 

• Investigate about recycling practices in 
Spanish-speaking countries assigned by the 
teacher.  Compare them to those in 
Parsippany and write an essay. 

Rubric 
Monitor use of technology 
Research 
Self editing 
Peer editing 

Same as above 



WLA 443/444 – SPANISH 4/4H Page 23 
V. ¿Cuáles son tus derechos y deberes? 

Essential Question(s): Do I understand my rights and responsibilities as a citizen of our local and global society? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Spanish Second Language learning extends beyond the classroom to real –life situations.  Communicating in another language allows 
people to discuss and obtain important information, express oneself and exchange opinions.   
 
 

PROFICIENCY/OBJECTIVE 
 

 
Standards 

 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY 
 
 

EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT 

TEACHER  
NOTES 

The students will be able to:  The students will:   
18.Listen and read about rules 
and government. 

7.1.IM.A.1,3,6 
7.1.IM.B.3,4,5 
7.1.IM.C.3,4,5 
7.1.IH.A.1,2,4,6,8 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.1.IH.C.2,4 
8.1.12.1 

• Work with a partner to match definitions 
with given vocabulary words.  Choose four 
words to write a paragraph about rules and 
government.  Share with class.   

Listen & comprehension 
Writing production 
Record class work 
 

Vocabulary: 
Rights and 
responsibility 
At home and at school 
Citizens’ and people’s 
rights 
Grammar:   
*Passive voice 
*Present perfect 
Subjunctive 
Imperfect subjunctive 
*Conditional Perfect 

19.  Write about rights and 
responsibilities. 
 

7.1.IM.A.1,7,8 
7.1.IM.B.4 
7.1.IM.C.3,4,5 
7.1.IH.A.1,2,4 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.1.IH.C.2,4 
8.1.12.1 

• Imagine how their lives would have been if 
they had been born in a Spanish Speaking 
country.  They select a country of their 
choice and research how people live there.  
Write a paragraph describing how their life 
would have been.  Include details about the 
county, weather, places of interest, food, 
etc. 

Rubric for writing 
Monitor research 
Self & Peer editing 
 

Same as above 

20.  Understand the historical 
context about the Latin American 
independence movement. 

7.1.IM.A.1,7,8 
7.1.IM.B.4 
7.1.IM.C.3,4,5 
7.1.IH.A.1,2,4 
7.1.IH.B.4,5,6 
7.1.IH.C.2,4 

• Read about heroes of the Latin American 
independence movement.  Record a two 
minute audio presentation comparing a 
historical hero in the U.S. to one from Latin  

Presentational rubric 
Monitor Student performance 
Q & A 

Same as above 
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*Only for Spanish 4 Honors 
 
 
  

8.1.12.1 America.   

21.  Express your opinion on 
children’s rights. 

7.1.IM.A.8 
7.1.IM.B.2,3,4,5 
7.1.IM.C.2 
7.1.IH.A.1,7.8 
7.1.IH.B.2,3,4,5,6 
7.7.IH.C.3,5 
8.1.12.2,3,4 

• Work in groups to make a list of 
responsibilities and rights within the school 
environment.  Include the information to 
write a blog about the rights and 
responsiblies in their school.  Have the 
students use vocabulary words in their list.  
Students will then select the blog that best 
represents the interest of the students.   

Monitor individual 
involvement 
Peer work 
Monitor use of target 
language 
 

Same as above 
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¿Mito o Realidad? 
Natural Occurrences 

 
 

Informal Speaking, Simulated Conversation 
 
Scenario: A writer for your school newspaper, Miguel, is preparing an article about strange and weird occurrences in students’ lives. Tell him 
your story about the most unusual thing that has ever happened to you. 
 
Directions: You will now participate in a simulated conversation. You will have 45 seconds to read the outline of the conversation. During that 
time, plan how you will respond by making brief notes to yourself. Do not try to write out your answers, as there will not be sufficient time, 
and the purpose of this exercise is to strengthen your ability to engage in sustained conversations in Spanish. After the preparation time 
ends, the conversation will begin. When it is your time to speak, you will have 30 seconds to respond. Use your 30 seconds to give an 
appropriate response, using up the allocated time as fully as possible. 
 
 
Teacher’s Script: 
 
Miguel: Como ya so sabes, yo entrevisto a varios compañeros de la clase para saber algo de los eventos más extraños de sus vidas. ¿Cuándo y 
dónde ocurrió lo más raro de tu vida? 
 
Tú:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Miguel: ¿y qué pasó? 
 
Tú:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Miguel: ¿Cómo te sentías? 
 
Tú:  _____________________________________________________________ 
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Miguel: Y, ¿has tenido otras experiencias como esa? 
  
 
Tú:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Miguel: Pues, gracias por contármelo. Espero que leas el artículo cuando se publique. 
 
Tú:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Rubric to assess simulated conversation 
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ORAL ACTIVITY SELF-EVALUATION 

Rate yourself in each of the following categories: 
                 Advanced 
                    Intermediate 
                    Beginner 
                In Progress 
   Needs Improvement 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
Content 

• The content was complete. 
• The ideas were well organized.  

Comprehensibility 
• I was comprehensible to my peers. 
• I was comprehensible to my teacher. 

Vocabulary and expressions 
• I used recently learned expressions. 
• I used recently learned vocabulary. 

Grammar 
• I used challenging constructions. 
• I used language correctly. 

Fluency 
• I spoke in reasonable quantity. 
• I spoke with few hesitations. 

Preparation 
• I used time in the classroom appropriately. 
• I worked at home in preparation for the presentation. 
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Exploring careers 
 

 
Task:  You are a student at a university trying to figure out your career options.  Answer a career exploration 
questionnaire in order to become aware of personal preferences and share with a group of peers.   
 
Objective:  Students will be able to evaluate identify their preferences and discuss by completing a questionnaire about 
career choices. 
 
Procedure:  Students will: 

1. Receive a questionnaire to help them choose a career. In this questionnaire, students will have the chance to 
indicate what things and important to them. 

2. After finishing with the questionnaire, they will work in groups of three. They will share their answers with the 
group. 

3. Students, in each group, will advise each other about what career would better suit him/her, based on what 
they read. They will agree or disagree on what they have to say. 

4. The class will regroup and talk about what happened: was there a conflict of opinion? Why? Have they 
suggested the career that the student wanted? 

 
Assessment:  Monitor students’ use of the target language during the group conversations. Observe students’ ability to 
decide what a good career choice would be for their classmates based on their questionnaires. 
 
Materials:   Questionnaire, paper, pencil. 
  http://www.mineducacion.gov.co/cvn/1665/printer-110285.html 
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Exploring Careers (Honors) 
 

Task:  You are moving to a Spanish-Speaking Country.  Apply for a job posting from a newspaper with a cover letter, resume, and interview 
for the position.   
 

Objective:  Students will be able to write a cover letter, resume and interview for a job abroad. 
Prior Preparation:  Research a career according to job posting received in class.    
 

Day One: 

     Procedure:  Students will: 

1.  Look on line for samples of a cover letters and resumes.  Teacher will provide a list of appropriate web sites in target language. 
2.  Modify the templates in order to address the job posting given by the teacher. 
3.  Work with group to collaborate in modifying templates (each member of the group will apply for a different job posting). 

     Assessment:  Teacher observation, peer evaluation and self-evaluation 
     Homework:  Type the cover letter and resume. 
 
Day Two: 

Procedure:   Students will:   
1. Work in groups to anticipate possible questions during the interview and rehearse answers.   
2. Revise each other’s resumes and cover letters in order to check for accuracy in the language and appropriateness for the job 

posting.   
     Assessment:  Teacher observation, self-evaluation and peer evaluation.   
     Homework:  Prepare for interview, Use questions developed by group to prepare 
 
Day three:   

     Procedure:  Students will: 

1. Participate as part of a panel interview.  Each interviewee has to answer each of the several questions posed for a specific job  
1. posting.   
2. Answer questions individually in response to a job posting in as much detail as possible.  (Teacher will interview students and they  
2. will not have prior knowledge of the questions.) 

 3.  Use grammatical constructions in the language the level of proficiency appropriate for the level.   
 4.  Participate as audience as well in order to select the candidate that is best qualified for the available job.   
     Assessment:    Rubric to evaluate the student’s performance in the interview including the resume and cover letter.
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 Nombre _____________________________  Fecha _______________________  Español 4 
 

Rúbrica para proyecto: Buscando trabajo 

Comentarios adicionales- Ten cuidado con: 
 
__ gramática en general                           ___ pretérito                                   ___ necesitas vocabulario más apropiado para nivel             
___imperfecto                                           ___ usa más lengua y clarifica ideas ___ necesitas ayuda individual con pronunciación 
__ concordancia-verbo y pronombre       ___ subjuntivo                   ___ entona con más fuerza las consonantes     
__ construcción de la oración                   ___ habla más fuertemente                       ___ verbos en el presente 
__ ideas no están claras                            ___ concordancia-adjetivos      ___ Otros comentarios:   
   
Auto evaluación: 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Advanced Intermediate Beginner In Progress 

Preparación Superior completion of the task; 
content is rich; ideas developed 
with elaboration and detail. 

Completion of the task; content is 
appropriate; ideas adequately 
developed with some elaboration 
and detail. 

Partial completion of the task; 
content is somewhat adequate 
and mostly appropriate; basic 
ideas expressed but very little 
elaboration or detail. 

Minimal completion of the task; 
content is frequently 
undeveloped and/or somewhat 
repetitive. 

Aplicación de Tema  Superior completion of the 
task; ideas well-developed and 
well-organized 

Completion of the task; ideas 
adequately developed 

Partial completion of the task; 
ideas somewhat developed 

Minimal completion of the 
task and/or content 
undeveloped 

Fluidez  Speech sustained throughout with 
few pauses or stumbling. 

Speech sustained most of the 
time; some hesitation but 
manages to continue and 
complete thoughts. 

Speech choppy and/or slow with 
frequent pauses; few or no 
incomplete thoughts; some 
sustained speech. 

Speech halting and uneven with 
long pauses or incomplete 
thoughts; little sustained speech. 

Estructuras de la lengua Work with minor errors that 
do not interfere with message.  
Superior effort is shown.   

Work shows some errors that 
do not interfere with the 
message but can be avoided 
with a further analysis of the 
work.  Effort shows. 

Work has errors and 
occasionally distracts the 
audience from original 
message.  Errors can be 
avoided with more practice.   

Work has mistakes that 
interfere with message.  
Presentation is hard to follow.  
Minimal effort.  Individual 
extra help needed.  Does not 
reach the level necessary for 
course.     

Vocabulario  Strong command of vocabulary 
related to the topic.  Student 
clearly shows a rich vocabulary. 

Good command. Adequate vocabulary  Persistent errors. Appropriate 
vocabulary for topic not evident 
throughout presentation. 
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Clave para correcciones de composiciones o ensayo. 
Key for corrections of compositions or essays. 

The codes that appear in your work should guide you in correcting your essay. 
You may want to review the rubric that will be used to assess your essay before you hand in your final 

revision.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A Acento 
? Inintelegible (no se entiende) 
D Deletreo (no escribiste la palabra bien) 
C Concordancia  
PI Palabra incorrecta 
TV Tiempo Verbal 
Sub Necesitas el Subjuntivo 
OP Orden de Palabras 
CO Conjugación (forma del verbo) 
II Influencia de inglés 
^ Necesitas una palabra 

Ind Necesitas el indicativo 
R Reflexivo 
I Necesitas infinitivo  
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Nombre ______________________________________________ Fecha _______________________________________________ 

 
Rúbrica para ensayos 

 

Auto evaluación: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Criteria Advanced Intermediate Beginner In Progress 

Topic 
 

Creative treatment of topic, Clear 
Ideas 

Appropriate treatment of topic Conveys ideas on the topic Inability to communicate ideas 

Vocabulary 
 

Strong command of vocabulary Good command Adequate vocabulary  Persistent errors 

Content Well Developed with supporting 
details. 

Satisfactory development with 
supporting details and research. 

Adequate development.  Needs to 
present more supporting details, 
ideas or research.   

Needs improvement in the developments 
of ideas and or research. 

Spelling  
Demonstrates superiority 

 
Demonstrate Competence 

 
Suggests Competence 

 
Demonstrates Incompetence 

Grammar and Syntax Accurate use of verb tenses, 
grammatical structures and 
sentence structure. 

Reasonably accurate use of verb 
tenses, grammatical forms and 
sentences which may contain a few 
errors which do not interfere with 
communication 

Adequate grammar but with some 
errors which do not interfere with 
communication 

Persistent errors in grammar, syntax and 
verb usage which lead to 
incomprehensibility.   

Agreement in the 
sentence 

Accurate coordination of 
elements needed for the 
sentence structure. (Nouns, 
pronouns, verbs, adverbs, 
adjectives..) 

Reasonably accurate coordination of 
elements needed for the sentence 
structure.  Few mistakes can be 
avoided with some revisions.   

Adequate coordination of elements 
needed for the sentence structure.  
Revisions needed make sure that 
the parts of the sentence are in 
agreement 

Persistent errors in coordination of the 
elements of the sentence.  Need to come 
for extra help. 

Clarity 
 

Clear.  Logically developed. 
Meaning is unambiguous.    

Mostly Clear.  Some instances of 
ambiguity and vagueness.   

Somewhat clear. Major instances of 
ambiguity and vagueness. 

Difficult if not impossible to decipher.   

Organization 
 

Well-organized rhetorically and 
mechanically.  Transitions are 
graceful. 

Organized.  The logic and development 
of ideas are generally sound but with 
minor lapses of some awkwardness in 
the transitions.  

Generally organized but 
weaknesses or gaps in the logic and 
some transitions between ideas are 
not smooth or missing. 

Unorganized.  Reads like a rough draft, 
undeveloped and/ or unconnected 
thoughts.  
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STORY RETELLING CHECKLIST:  SELF-ASSESSMENT 

 
NAME:  __________________________________________   DATE:  __________________ 
 
TITLE:  ___________________________________________ AUTHOR:________________________________________ 
 
Put an “X” in the column that describes your ability to do the following: 
 
 On my own With help from a classmate or 

teacher 
I cannot do this yet 

 
I can name the main characters. 
 

   

 
I can describe the setting. 
 

   

 
I can report the events in 
chronological order. 

   

 
I can identify the main issues or 
problems. 

   

 
I can describe the resolution. 
 

   

I can express my feelings about 
the story and compare it to 
another story or event in my life.  

   

 I can identify my favorite part of 
the story or my favorite character 
and tell why. 
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APPENDIX B STUDENT SELF-REFLECTION 
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WORK FOLD ER SELF -REF LECTION 

                                                                                                                                                            
Date________________________________ 
TASK: _______________________________________  
 
 Please explain, in detail, the assignment/task/project.  What is it? 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What was something (spelling, appropriate verb endings, sentence variety, etc) from a previous assignment 
that you wanted to improve (see question 4 on your previous work folder entry)?  Did you successfully do so 
and how? (Please provide a concrete example from your work that illustrates the improvement). 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 What did you do well on this task?  Again, be specific (e.g., I made good use of previously learned and 
current vocabulary; I had no spelling errors; I had no mistakes with grammar (specify grammar according to 
current project—e.g., I always had correct verb endings)).  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What might you do differently next time to make it even better?  Again, be specific (e.g., I will spend 
more time reviewing and proofreading to avoid careless spelling errors). 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Other comments.  How does this project relate to a real world application (e.g.,  how do you foresee using 
what you learned on this project later in your travels or life experiences?)? What did you like or dislike about 
this project? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Self-Assessment Chart  

 
Look at your work/assessments and use the following chart to analyze your progress.  Use numbers at various locations to indicate your level of understanding in relation to 

the skills or topics indicated. 
1= Have lots of difficulty and need extra help. 
2= Have some understanding but recurring mistakes impede progress.  Have some gaps in the understanding that need to be addressed. 
3= Average understanding of the language when applying skills in communication.  Some mistakes are made that can be avoided with more studying, practice and participation in class. 
4= Good understanding of the topics discussed in class and good application of skills.  Better use of the language can be achieved by careful examination of the language.  Levels of proficiency 
expected are met.   
5= Demonstrates mastery of the topics discussed in class for the level of the language studied.  Levels of proficiency expected are met.   
 
Interpretation of Text and Written communication 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Listening and Speaking Communication 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To get better at the Language, I could … 
___ study vocabulary frequently  ___ complete all HW                      ___ ask for extra help  ___ reflect assessments and skill needed to succeed 
___ correct work done in class    ___ participate in class            ___ actively engage in class ___ correct assessments 
___ correct HW      ___ work effectively in groups              ___ work effectively in class  ___ study topics from class daily  
             
Some things I am going to start doing are… 
1.  ______________________________________________ 2.  ______________________________________________  3.  ______________________________________________ 
 
4.  _____________________________________________ 5.  ______________________________________________ 6.  ___________________________

5    ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4    ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3    ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
        Use of     Verb              Language    Understanding   Spelling        Organization         Clarity of   
       Vocabulary    Conjugation         Structure   of Text/message          in writing               Message  

5    _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4    _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3    _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
       Use of   Verb            Interpretation         Fluency            Clarity of         Language         Pronunciation        
 vocabulary     Conjugation         Message                 Message          Structure   
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APPENDIX C NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS FOR WORLD LANGUAGES, 
TECHNOLOGY AND 21ST CENTURY LIFE AND CAREERS 

 
7 - World Languages 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/wl/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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APPENDIX D  CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS & ADAPTATIONS 
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